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Push Bikes AGM 

After a very well-attended Annual General Meeting,  

the Push Bikes committee for 2012/13 is: 

 

Chair - Chris Lowe 

Secretary - Graham Hankins 

Treasurer - Sharon Baker 

Membership Secretary - Ann Griffiths 

Minutes secretaries - Kate Fox, Ann Griffiths 

Newsletter Editor - Graham Hankins 

Webmaster - David Little.  

Rides - Nick Wattison, Simon Harrison 

Committee - David Gaussen, Esther Boyd, Howard Boyd,  

                     Michael Groll, Paul Webster, John Bennett.  

 
Retiring Chairman John Bennett comments: 

 

In signing off from the honour of being Push Bikes chairman, I feel that although Push Bikes is 

healthy it is not fully fighting fit. In sporting terms we may be able to play but not good enough to 

win. There is more to be done to get our message for better cycling across both to the public and to 

the decision makers –on the city council and elsewhere.  Fortunately we have some new and enthu-

siastic members joining the committee to tackle these issues. 

 

I am grateful for all the support that I have had as chairman and I hope that Chris Lowe as my  

successor will have at least as much. He, and the rest of the team, will need the backing of all 

members if they are to be fully effective in making Birmingham a city that can proudly boast to be 

‘cycling friendly’. Best of luck! 

 

John 

 

 

Changes at Birmingham City Council after May 
elections: 

Leader:  

Sir Michael Lyons 

 

Cabinet Member for a Green, Safe and Smart City:  

Cllr James McKay.   

 

The title of Cabinet Member for Transport etc seems to 

have been lapsed.  

 

Council Officer for all matters cycling: 

Mike Cooper - Smarter Choices Manager.  

 

Contact Mike by email to cycling@birmingham.gov.uk  









 

www.pushbikes.org.uk June 2012 newsletter Page 6 

 

 

 

MEMBERS - CAN YOU HELP?  

 

Urban Cycles in Ward End need volunteers for short (8 week) blocks to help out with their 

after schools club and weekend schools programme.  

 

What will volunteers be doing? Teaching children from one of Birmingham's most deprived 

neighbourhoods to ride with safety, confidence and a huge dose of enjoyment. Time com-

mitment: 2 - 4 hours a week for 8 weeks.  

 

Contact Urban Cycles via: 0121 327 6951, Twitter: UrbanCycles, 

info@urbancycles.org.uk or visit Urban Cycles, Ward End Park, Washwood 

Heath Road, Ward End, Birmingham, B8 2HB; Wednesday to Sunday 09.00 to 

18.30. For more information on the project see the May 2012 edition of Bir-

mingham Cyclist. 

 

 

Bike Week update: 

 

At the BNB Launch, contacts were made Tesco, Aston  Villa FC and the Head of Sport at 

the council. Letters of request have been sent to Tesco and AVFC, and the HoS as emailed 

all the city’s Leisure Centres: 

 

Colleagues  

It is Bike Week 16-24th June and a local campaigning body Push Bikes would like to work 

with you and your customers to promote cycling opportunities.  They are looking at stalls/ 

talks etc. I am not envisaging that it would generate any work for you or your staff, but 

would rather be an opportunity for a local group to come into contact with your customer 

base about cycling. Where you are close to or have bike hubs, there would be an obvious 

link and advantage.  

 

I have copied Graham Hankins in to this email, and he is the link person for this initiative. 

Can you please respond to us both, letting us know if it would be possible for Push Bikes to 

have some time and space in your site. You will be aware that promoting cycling opportuni-

ties are a key part of the city's strategy to promoting healthy lifestyles and sustainable 

transport, and so any co-operation you can provide is most welcome.  

 

Offers of help have now been received from Handsworth Leisure Centre, Wyndley, 

and Stechford Cascades.  So why not do three days at each? See Supplement for the 

very latest updates on this.  

 

Active Travel Champions wanted! Spread the Word – induction - Wednesday 
June 13th, 6:30 to 8pm, Sustrans, Holloway Head. Still places left!  

Contact secretary@pushbikes.org.uk if you can help with Bike Week or be-
coming an ACT.  
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